2025 LEGIS

“"PLATFOR

RATE INCREASE TO RETAIN, RECRUIT, AND SUPPORT DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS (DSPs): Address minimum
wage increase and increased cost of living which threatens service delivery.

ﬁe Arc of Florida supports the investment in the Medicaid Waiver as expansion of services statewide is critical
for families and individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).

REDUCE THE AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES” (APD) WAITING LIST: A proposed waiver for transitioning
students with I/DD out of schools is being considered and a new Pilot explored. Successful innovations and
feedback from families and individuals with 1/DD participating in these new programs is paramount.

ﬁe Arc of Florida supports legislative and gubernatorial Ind?viduals !Enrolled on iBudget Waivgr: 35,566
efforts to reduce APD’s Waiting List for those with I/DD. Individuals in Pre-enrollment Categories: 21,967

Agency for Persons with Disabilities, June 2023

HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES: Housing tailored to the I/DD population is crucial and continued discussions for
next year’s legislative agenda is a priority. Money from previous appropriations for housing for this vulnerable
population is gone, and if capital isn’t available, it will be difficult to purchase or build at current costs.

The Arc of Florida supports the need for individuals with I/DD to live independently in their own community
with dignity and choice.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION (VR): Support the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation’s legislative budget request to
increase state funds in order to draw down additional monies for a provider rate increase of $9.1 million. This would
be a first step in implementing the Public Consulting Group (PCG) rate study recommendations. In 2022, the VR
Division commissioned the four-year phase-in plan rate study, which recommended an average 52% increase
($28.6 million) for services.

J‘I’he Arc of Florida supports this recommendation as the first part of the phased approach outlined in the
PCG report.
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